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Section 8 protocol
Ofsted related protocol 
Protocol for the selection of schools whose overall effectiveness is satisfactory (grade 3 schools) for a monitoring inspection.

This protocol sets out the basis on which some of the schools whose overall effectiveness is satisfactory (grade 3 schools) are selected for a section 8 monitoring inspection. The protocol applies to schools which were inspected before September 2009 under the previous inspection framework.

Introduction

1. This protocol sets out the basis on which up to forty per cent of the schools whose overall effectiveness was judged satisfactory (grade 3 schools) before September 2009 under the previous inspection framework are selected for a section 8 monitoring inspection. Schools inspected since September 2009 under the new inspection framework are not yet eligible for a monitoring inspection because less than 12 months have elapsed since their section 5 inspection (see paragraph 2). A revised protocol, covering schools inspected under the new framework, will be published in July 2010 when these schools also become eligible for a monitoring inspection. 
2. The selected schools will be inspected between 12 and 24 months after their section 5 inspections. All monitoring inspections are carried out under section 8 of the 2005 Education Act and in accordance with the principles and code of conduct for inspectors set out in The framework for school inspection.
 Guidance for monitoring inspections of schools whose overall effectiveness has been judged to be satisfactory is available at  www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/090283.

3. The purpose of this protocol is to ensure that inspection resources are targeted on those schools which would benefit the most from further support and challenge. However, there may be circumstances (for example where there are serious concerns about pupils’ safety or well-being) in which schools which would not otherwise be selected under this protocol may receive a monitoring inspection. Under section 8(1) of the Education Act 2005 Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector must inspect and report on any school or class of school in England, when requested to do so by the Secretary of State. 
 Under section 8(2) of the Act the Chief Inspector may inspect any school in England where she is not required to do so by section 5 of the Act.  
Selection of grade 3 schools for monitoring 

4. Up to forty per cent of all grade 3 schools will be selected for monitoring inspections using the criteria set out below in following order of priority. Published inspection data suggest that significantly fewer than forty per cent of schools meet one or more of the criteria included in priorities 1 to 3. Consequently, all schools identified under priorities 1 to 3 are highly likely to receive a monitoring inspection. 
Priority 1

Schools where one or more of the judgements in the section 5 inspection, which judged the school’s overall effectiveness to be satisfactory, was graded inadequate.
 

Priority 2
Schools not already included under priority 1 whose capacity to improve was judged to be satisfactory (grade 3).  

Priority 3

Schools not already included under priorities 1 and 2 which have received a local authority warning notice since their last section 5 inspection.

Priority 4

Schools not already included under priorities 1 to 3 where there has been a significant decline in pupils’ attainment and progress since the last inspection. The order of selection will be in line with the magnitude of the decline.

Priority 5

Schools not already included under priorities 1 to 4 where there has been a significant decline in attainment or progress since the last inspection. The order of selection will be in line with the magnitude of the decline.

Priority 6

Schools not already included under priorities 1 to 5 where there has been no significant improvement in either attainment or progress. The order of selection will be determined by comparing schools’ attainment and progress indicators with national averages.









� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/090019" ��www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/090019�


� Education Act 2005, section 8, substituted (1.4.2007) by Education and Inspections Act 2006 (c. 40), sections 157, 188, Sch. 14 para. 100; S.I. 2007/935, art. 5(w)(gg), OPSI, 2005; � HYPERLINK "http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2005/ukpga_20050018_en_2%23pt1-ch1-pb2-l1g8" ��www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2005/ukpga_20050018_en_2#pt1-ch1-pb2-l1g8�.


� Including inspection judgements on the effectiveness of sixth form and Early Years Foundation Stage where relevant.


� For more information on local authority warning notices please refer to the Statutory guidance on schools causing concern on the DfE standards site: �HYPERLINK "http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/sie/si/SCC/"��www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/sie/si/SCC�. 
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