Key messages in Reading and Phonics Autumn 2011
Skilled reading requires two processes: 

· that the reader recognises and understands the words on the page (that is, word recognition processes or decoding i.e. PHONICS) 

· the development of language comprehension (that is, written texts as well as spoken language are understood and interpreted). 

These are both necessary, but neither is enough on its own. Teaching reading needs to give attention to both dimensions: word recognition and comprehension.
Phonics: 

Phases of learning Systematic Synthetic Phonics (based on Letters and Sounds but transferable to all schemes)
Children are expected to be firmly in Phase 3 by the end of Reception
Children are expected to be firmly in Phase 5 by the end of Year 1

Children are expected to be working in Phase 6 in Year 2 and Year
Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
‘This academic year, all schools with Year 1 pupils will be required to administer the Year 1 phonics screening check.  This is a statutory assessment and will take place between 18 and 22 June 2012.  A separate ARA will be published early in 2012 to support this.’
Further information 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/pedagogy/a00197709/developing-a-new-year-1-phonics-screening-check
Match-funding for systematic synthetic phonics products and training
An online version of the catalogue of approved synthetic phonics products and training is available from the Eastern Shires Purchasing Organisation (ESPO) website.Match-funding is available until March 2013 for all state-funded schools in England with Key Stage 1 pupils, including academies and Free Schools. The Department will not provide funding direct to schools.
The catalogue provides all the information schools need to take advantage of this initiative.
http://www.espo.org/pdfs/phonics-catalogue-2011.pdf
Key questions:

· Is an effective system in place for tracking progress in reading? (FS, KS1. KS2)

For example, are regular pupil progress meetings being used                                                     effectively to track progress in reading and identify pupils at risk of      underachievement?

· Is there rigorous tracking of phonics progress and attainment by the leadership team and teachers in relation to national expectations?

· Is the SLT and staff making effective use of assessments of reading, both day-to-day and summative to inform next steps?

· Is there an identified member of staff with responsibility for phonic provision, development and application to reading/writing – Early Literacy Lead or Literacy Subject Leader.

· Does the teaching of reading provision include :the balance of shared/individual/guided reading with clear differentiated planning; modelling of good reading strategies; language comprehension and word de-coding taught effectively

· Is there a vibrant reading environment, including a planned reading area in each classroom with appropriate and adequate reading resources of good quality?

· How are parents engaged and encouraged to support reading?

· Is provision mapping for reading in place and regularly updated? Unlike intervention mapping, this is a systematic approach to mapping appropriate support for pupils including classroom provision, guided and group work and individual interventions. How does the school effectively use this to support all groups of leareners.

· Is there an action plan for raising standards in reading and are Governors involved in monitoring progress against this? 

· Is good practice in reading shared within the school and across other schools?
Support for schools

Detailed phonic training for KS1 and KS2 teachers is available alongside School Improvement Programmes tailored to individual school needs 2011-2012 are as follows:-Developing Fluent Readers -Phonic Development -Intervention for success in English
To book, phone 01245 434300 or email schools-ld@essex.gov.uk
Opportunities to be found in the CPD Brochures or on the CPD website http://www.mycourses.e-gfl.org are as follows:-
Better Reading Partnership  - Developing Phonic Knowledge – Teaching of Reading at KS1 -An Introduction to Systematic, Synthetic Phonics –ELS -Y3LS, Y5 FLS -Phonics training-the next steps -Guided Reading
If you would like any further information on any aspect mentioned above, please contact Carole Sleightholm – Lead Curriculum Adviser (carole.sleightholm@essex.gov.uk) 

