Information Sheet


	Mathematics Specialist Teacher (MaST) Programme
(2 year Masters Level Programme)

Cohort 3 September 2011

	Rationale:
The government’s White Paper – The Importance of Teaching – confirmed the commitment to developing a mathematics specialism in primary schools. This builds on the recommendation made in the Williams report, published in June 2008, There should be at least one Mathematics Specialist in each primary school, in post within 10 years, with deep mathematical subject and pedagogical knowledge. The longer term vision is that ‘this group of skilled teachers champion the cause of mathematics in a local context, making the subject more attractive to children, colleagues and parents and that these local hubs of influence lead to improvements nationally with positive attitudes, high expectations and world-class mathematics education and high standards for all’. This is in line with ambitions set out in the Schools White Paper: Your child, your schools our future.


	The programme:
This will be the third year that Essex have delivered  the MaST programme alongside Canterbury Christ Church University and feedback from teachers and head teachers has been excellent. 

Teachers have described the programme as 

 ‘Very motivating’

‘Extremely worthwhile’

‘Realistic and practical ’

‘Changing  the way I teach’

Headteachers say that the programme has

‘Enabled the school to really focus on the areas of mathematics that are in need of development’

‘Our mathematics specialist teacher is  ‘a positive asset to the school’ 



	Who should participate? 
Should be:

· Permanent member of staff (0.6 fte minimum)
· Enthusiastic about and committed to developing the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to become a Mathematics Specialist teacher

· Well placed to lead improvements in the teaching and learning of mathematics in their school and have a good working relationship with the school’s leadership team

· Prepared to undertake personal, extended professional learning activities, maintain a professional learning log and undertake professional development tasks that will involve them carrying out in-school support to colleagues 

· Willing to engage in Masters level (QAA L7) study and assignments

Could be:

· Teachers with 2 or more years teaching experience with an interest in mathematics but with no prior experience as a maths leader
· Mathematics manager or Leading Mathematics Teachers who want to develop subject and pedagogical knowledge and expertise in developing others.
Should not be:

· NQT;
· Teacher for whom mathematics is a particular weakness 


	Programme content,  nature and pattern of the activity:
The content of the programme will include:

· Developing the mathematical subject knowledge of participating teachers so they become Mathematics Specialist Teachers with a deep knowledge of mathematics within the EYFS and primary curriculum, and into KS3;

· Enhancing teachers understanding of a fit-for-purpose pedagogy that enables the Mathematics Specialist Teacher to draw on a wide repertoire of teaching approaches and to recognise how these support and direct children’s learning of mathematics.

· Developing the expertise needed by the Mathematics Specialist Teacher to work with colleagues in their school (and schools in the case of small schools) and provide effective professional development through classroom-based collaborative professional activity that reviews and enriches the teaching and learning of mathematics for all children. 
The pattern of the programme over the two years will be:

· 6 extended half day local meetings (LMs) per year run within the Local Authority

· 5 days of study at Canterbury Christ Church University (3 Saturdays and 2 days in the holidays) per year

· Self supported study to develop deep mathematical knowledge 

· Masters level (QAA L 7) study and assignments   
· School based and classroom focused activities alongside colleagues

· Reviewing  the course and progress through it 

· Review the impact of role in school, on colleagues and on pupils


	Assessment:
The assessment will take the form of:

· satisfactory course participation;




· evidence of professional development in the form of a professional learning log;

· Assignment tasks demonstrating appropriate developments and self study 
Successful completion of the course will lead to being recommended to the DfE for the award of Mathematics Specialist Teacher Status (MaST).
Accreditation for the course will be provided by Canterbury Christ Church University (QAA L7) 60 CAT points (30 points per yearly module). These points may also count towards a Masters degree.  


	Costs and funding:

There is no charge to schools for attending the training in Year 1.
For year 1 supply cover at a rate of £80 per half day session is paid to contribute towards the cost 

of attending the  local meetings.
The second year will cost £2000 per teacher.



	Application process:

· Contact Gina Donaldson for an application form on gina.donaldson@canterbury.ac.uk 
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