
Head Teachers Briefing 

Early Years Foundation Stage Update 

 

 



School Readiness 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

promotes teaching and learning to 

ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ 

and gives children the broad range 

of knowledge and skills that provide 

the right foundation for good future 

progress through school and life.  
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Knowing your children: 

Identifying starting points  

 
Schools should have clear systems to:  

• make an assessment of children’s starting points 

(baseline)  

• plan next steps that challenge children sufficiently  

• track the progress of individuals, groups of children 

and cohorts across the Early Years Foundation Stage 

and into Key Stage 1  

• identify how much progress is made by individuals as 

well as groups of children and the cohort.  

 

 



Entry Level Data 

 

17. There are no national data for attainment on 

entry to nursery and reception and no 

prescribed methods of assessing children when 

they start school.  
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New Materials to support ‘Best Fit’ 

Judgements 

Early Years Outcomes 

non-statutory aide to support 

practitioners. It can be used by 

childminders, nurseries and others, 

such as Ofsted inspectors, as a 

guide to making best-fit 

judgements about whether a 

child is showing typical 

development for their age, may 

be at risk of delay or is ahead for 

their age.  
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 Identifying Starting Points 

 

• Assessment systems that take into account information from a 

range of perspectives 

 i) working in partnership with pre-school providers 

 ii) Parents  

 iii) Children 

 iv) Observational Assessment practices 
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Inspectors should not use a single measure or indicator 

to determine judgments 

  

 • Accuracy of assessment  

• An enabling 

environment that 

reflects this 

• Good teaching that 

allows children to 

progress 
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‘Progress’ 

 

• Children will have reached a good level of development if they 

have met the early learning goals (which are the expected levels) 

in the prime areas and specific areas of literacy and 

mathematics. NB: this is not the same as making ‘good 

progress’. Where children meet the early learning goals this may 

represent excellent progress for some, and underachievement 

for others. For example, it will not demonstrate good progress for 

children who were close to reaching the early learning goals on 

entry to the reception class.  
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Achievement 

• Schools and inspectors should expect that children who start 

school at a level below, but not significantly below, that which is 

typical for their age catch up quickly 
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Progress from end of Reception 

(ELGs) to Key Stage 1 

 

• 31. The early learning goals do not translate precisely to National 

Curriculum levels. However, as a broad rule of thumb children 

who reach a good level of development at the end of the 

Reception Year ought to be reaching at least Level 2b by end of 

Key Stage 1. Children exceeding the early learning goals at the 

end of reception ought to be exceeding Level 2b at the end of 

Key Stage 1 and be reaching Level 2a as a minimum, and more 

likely Level 3.  
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Professional Development Opportunities 

• CPD : www.mycoursese-gfl.org 

 

• Learning Communities Termly Meeting 

 

• Consultancy – via Traded Services or contact: 

     karen.musgrove@essex.gov.uk (West and South) 

     diane.rideout@essex.gov.uk (Mid and NE) 
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