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1. introduction
This Official Statistical Release (OSR) issued by the Department for Education (DfE) provides national projections for the number of pupils in schools by type of school and age group.  OSRs like this are published to help planning, to study trends and to inform a variety of programmes and initiatives.  The Document Summary Service selectively covers them to contribute to general professional knowledge.  
2. key points

 Projected number of pupils in schools – an overview 
· Overall pupil numbers (aged up to and including 15) in state-funded schools
 began to increase in 2011 and are projected to continue. 

· Numbers in maintained nursery and state-funded primary schools
 started increasing in 2010 and are expected to continue rising.  By 2017, numbers are projected to reach levels last seen in the late 1970s. 

· By 2015, pupil numbers in maintained nursery and state-funded primary schools are projected to increase by 9%.  The number of pupils aged 5 to 6 will increase by 10%.  For pupils aged 7 to 10, an 8% increase is projected over the same period. 

· State-funded secondary school
 rolls of pupils aged up to and including 15 have been in decline since 2004 and are expected to decline further until around 2016, when the increases in primary pupil numbers will start to flow through. 

· By 2015, state-funded secondary pupil numbers aged up to and including 15 are expected to be 5% lower than in 2011. 

· If net migration is assumed to be zero when projecting the population of England, around 17,500 fewer pupils aged 5 to 15 (0.3%) are projected to be in state-funded schools in 2015. 

3. some details
Early Years

· The total headcount of pupils aged less than five in maintained nursery and state-funded primary and secondary schools reached 919,000 in 1999, before starting to fall, reaching a low of 838,000 in 2006. Since then it has been increasing again, giving 924,000 in 2011 and is projected to reach 1.01m in 2015 – an increase of around 9% from 2011. 

Primary schools 
· The number of full time equivalent (FTE) pupils in state-funded primary schools peaked in 1999 at 4.30 million and began to fall in 2000, reaching a low of 3.95 million in 2009.  In 2010, the number of primary school pupils began to increase (to 3.96 million) and is projected to continue increasing, due to rising birth rates since 2002, reaching 4.51 million in 2018, an increase of around 11% compared to 2011. 

· Primary school pupil numbers at Key Stage 1 ages fell each year from 1999 before starting to rise from 2009. Key Stage 2 pupil numbers peaked in 2000 before falling each subsequent year.  This continued for 2011, but a rise is projected from 2012 onwards. 

State-funded secondary schools (pupils aged up to and including 15) 
· State-funded secondary pupil numbers reached a peak in 2004 as a result of the upward trend in birth rates during the late 1980s.  Due to the downward trend in birth rates during the 1990s, secondary school pupil numbers have been decreasing since 2005.  In 2011 the number of full time equivalent (FTE) pupils in state-funded secondary schools aged up to and including 15 was 2.84 million.  This is expected to continue declining until 2015, when it is projected to reach 2.70 million – a decrease of nearly 5%.  Secondary school pupil numbers are projected to start rising again from 2016 onwards. 

Regional variations 
· Long-term projections of pupil numbers are made at a national level only4.  However, projections produced by ONS (Office for National Statistics) provide information on the school-aged population in each region.  There is a very marked difference in trends between the primary and secondary age ranges and the magnitude of population change in each region. 

· By 2015, all regions in England are projected to have an increase in their primary aged population (aged 5 to 10) compared to 2010.  This ranges from around 10% in the South West and North East to 15% in London.  The population aged 11 to 15 is projected to decline in all regions each year up to and including 2013. In 2014, the 11 to 15 population in London will start to recover, but all other regions will continue to decline, before starting to recover or stabilize in 2015.  The North East is projected to experience the greatest decrease – 8% between 2010 and 2014.  These figures are derived from ONS mid-2008 based sub-national population projections. 
The complete OSR can be viewed/downloaded at: http://www.education.gov.uk/researchandstatistics/statistics  >  Statistics by topic  >  School and pupil characteristics  >  Clicking on ‘DfE: National Pupil projections: Future trends in pupil numbers - July 2011 update’.
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� Includes local authority maintained nursery, primary, secondary, special schools, pupil referral units, city technology colleges, free schools and all academy types.  


� Includes maintained primary schools, primary academies and primary free schools.  


� Includes maintained secondary schools, secondary academies, secondary free schools and city technology colleges.  
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