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Children’s Parliament Education
Programme with Dot Com
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Contents
Everything you need to empower children to speak
up, be heard, and shape their world.

The Children’s
Parliament Model
Understand how schools, councils,
and national representation
connect together.

Explore how the programme
supports confidence, pupil voice,
British Values, and curriculum
learning.

Creating safe, supportive spaces
where children feel confident to
speak up.

Step-by-step guidance to help
your school run a successful
election process.

Everything schools need to
support candidates, speeches, and
pupil engagement.

Introduce children to
parliamentary traditions,
ceremonies, and democratic
processes.

Guidance and examples to help
schools deliver inspiring Children’s
Parliament events.

Promote your event, involve the
community, and celebrate pupil
voice.

Ready-to-use documents,
certificates, ballot papers, and
supporting resources.

This toolkit is interactive!

Look out for clickable buttons and
links throughout this document.



Introduction & Vision
Welcome to the Children’s Parliament Toolkit

In this sectionThis toolkit has been created to help
primary schools empower children to
have a real voice in democracy.

Inspired by the life and legacy of Sir
David Amess, the Children’s Parliament
gives children the opportunity to learn
about Parliament, debate real issues
and take part in meaningful democratic
processes.

Our vision is a future where every child
feels safe, confident and empowered to
speak up, be heard and help shape
decisions that affect their world.

Welcome to the toolkit

Scoping & vision
document

Give children the
skills and
opportunity to
participate fully in
democratic process.

Sir David Amess

Watch: Sir David
Amess Vision Video

Take time to explore the vision
and how it can inspire your
whole school community.

https://youtu.be/O5hZcBoA_v0?si=K4hKoOkI1tbk7nlo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DTNxVVjrJ29AtMC3UiFhGpOp7W3KXyCX/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true


The Children’s 
Parliament Model
How it works

In this sectionThe Children’s Parliament mirrors the
UK Parliament, giving children a real
role in debate, decision-making and
representation.

Children elect MP’s, sit on committees,
take part in debates and votes, and
share their views on issues that matter.

Adults support, safeguard and supervise
while children lead participation and
debate.

School council structure

Elections

National representation

Commons proposal

Mace tour overview

Visit our website:
https://childrensparliament.uk/

Find out more

See how the model is making a difference.

Watch an information video
on ‘What is Parliament’

https://childrensparliament.uk/
https://youtu.be/iTjnl0th_6E?si=T_Fa6IVhXBeMbD2F


Go to the Dot Com
Resource Hub

British values

Oracy

Confidence Building 

Self-esteem

RSE/PSHE alignment

Children’s Parliament
Education Programme with
Dot Com
Learning that builds confidence

In this sectionOur programme links to the Dot Com
scheme of work and supports core
curriculum areas including RSE/PSHE,
British Values, oracy and confidence.

Children build confidence, understand
their rights and learn to express views
respectfully, safely and responsibly.

Explore resources

See how the model is making a difference.

British Values Oracy Confidence RSE/PSHE

Democracy in
action

Building
strong

speaking and
listening skills

Building self-
belief and

self-esteem

Age-
appropriate

learning that
supports life

skills

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11qVQuNsFLww7Jn7JRJRGz9ObZ3WQKSxm?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11qVQuNsFLww7Jn7JRJRGz9ObZ3WQKSxm?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qOHSXbpuKtUTOos38pQ9sugcRcst2EBT?usp=sharing


Safeguarding & Participation
Keeping children safe and supported

In this sectionSafeguarding and child wellbeing sit at
the heart of everything we do. This
section helps you create a safe
environment where every child feels
confident to take part.

Use our guidance, templates and safer
practices to ensure participation is safe,
inclusive, respectful and empowering.

Safeguarding Policy and
Procedure

Release forms

Filming guidance

Media guidance

Online & image safety

Visit our website:
https://childrensparliament.uk/

Find out more

See how the model is making a difference.

Safeguarding Policy and
Procedure

https://childrensparliament.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_w5kRFv4PETYz_NGD-sAzLriBnPh9gQR/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17KRDvNXOO5cij_RUOoqq6X-Jf02IcLW5/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true


How to Hold a Children’s
Parliament Election
Step by Step guide

In this sectionSafe, inclusive elections are a key part of
Children’s Parliament. This section
guides you through the whole process,
from planning to announcing your new
MPs.

How to hold an election

Example election day

Election ballot paper

Visit our website:
https://childrensparliament.uk/

Find out more

See how the model is making a difference.

Watch - Newsround:- Schools
run their own election

https://childrensparliament.uk/
https://youtu.be/Qlpxk7_wsGk?si=JPs5N0-3iKuSWDyG
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DLiZ2bvGw6aWwRLByQtL9OUfeVODyjSF/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W-Atdo6fWwyG3p8Fkh1EMx0-0PaY69DG/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W-Atdo6fWwyG3p8Fkh1EMx0-0PaY69DG/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true


Running Your School
Campaign
Supporting your candidates

In this sectionHelp children create confident,
respectful and positive campaigns and
speeches. This section includes
everything you need to support
candidates and involve your whole
school.

Children’s Parliament
emails

Candidate guidance

Speech prep

Acceptance speech

Voting process

Visit our website:
https://childrensparliament.uk/

Find out more

See how the model is making a difference.

Children’s Parliament
emails to parents

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nZ66E3hbisyimO6GUvnBlCJ_1JlR5VIt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://youtube.com/shorts/Ja4_im_JZZc?si=kGmz3E_KdATgka4S
https://youtube.com/shorts/9Ns36AUwqxM?si=luVuyyfwY-lROaLr
https://childrensparliament.uk/


Watch an information video
on ‘An Introduction to
Parliament’

Swearing-In & Parliament
Traditions
Ceremony and tradition

In this sectionIntroduce children to Parliament
traditions and their role as respectful,
responsible young representatives.

Includes oaths, certificates and what the
mace and traditions mean.

Child MP Oath

What the mace means

Swearing in process

Role of Parliament
traditions

Register your MP’s

Register your MP’s
https://form.typeform.com/to/ldtZitgk

Register your MP’s

Once your MP’s have been elected - register
them here.

Importance of Mace and Swearing
in of MP’s

https://youtu.be/Qs-9B3FRXCA?si=4jtH_U4eJf5km1bt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KZ4YoNsDTkdXsqf1hekpbHU29fHfmRIz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KZ4YoNsDTkdXsqf1hekpbHU29fHfmRIz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UCJkiAmBrmQCVECNLb4Kq3i5ShEkdSk2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://form.typeform.com/to/ldtZitgk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UCJkiAmBrmQCVECNLb4Kq3i5ShEkdSk2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true


Event Planning & Running
Orders
Plan a succesful event

In this sectionUse our running orders and planning
tips to deliver safe, engaging and well-
supported Children’s Parliament events. Sample running orders

Creating a running order

What the event should
include etc

Democracy Song and
Lyrics

Visit our website:
https://childrensparliament.uk/

Find out more

See how the model is making a difference.

Example Running Orders

Democracy Song

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/147u_-Je5a83P0DeBTFl3RYj8pjrdlywN?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/oHrdOfwx0kg
https://childrensparliament.uk/


Media, PR & Community
Engagement
Share your story

In this sectionCelebrate pupil voice safely. This section
helps schools promote events safely,
involve communities responsibly and
celebrate pupil voice respectfully.

Press release

VIP invitation

Headteacher email

Inviting MP’s

Involving local press

Community engagement

Safer media guidance

Visit our website:
https://childrensparliament.uk/

Find out more

See how the model is making a difference.

VIP invitation

Click for a sample press
release

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cydyZXj71bdquSeT6OfeRn5Q0diKlYOuwE--1qMNzDc/edit?usp=sharing
https://childrensparliament.uk/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pMgtFW8yclr112f5f_OLEB1ucf4QLYKdowtMemvWa_0/edit?usp=sharing


Templates & Resources
Ready to use documents

In this sectionTemplates, forms and resources to
support safe, inclusive and meaningful
participation. Ballot papers

Certificates

Democracy Song

Visit our website:
https://childrensparliament.uk/

Find out more

See how the model is making a difference.

Click below to play our
Democracy song

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQ-ZDMxunpQRJoeg9Sf5BBBG0jCh9uFq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vw02EQqg7SyXdcXEgyPtMHfCSkPQYYct/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W-Atdo6fWwyG3p8Fkh1EMx0-0PaY69DG/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://childrensparliament.uk/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W-Atdo6fWwyG3p8Fkh1EMx0-0PaY69DG/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=101382475786885459505&rtpof=true&sd=true


Democracy Song Lyrics
Ready to use documents

Children love to choose,
They choose throughout the day,

They vote for games, they vote for books,
They vote the fairer way. 

They put their hands up high,
And share their voices too,

They listen well, take turns to speak,
And learn what they can do. 

Fairness helps us grow,
Kindness leads the way,

Democracy is learned through play,
In every game each day. 

When children learn to choose,
And choose throughout the day

Their world could be a kinder place
In every single way

Visit our website:
https://childrensparliament.uk/

Find out more

See how the model is making a difference.

https://childrensparliament.uk/
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