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Desired Outcomes of Schooling







We don’t want it to end like this!



‘When I was a boy of 14, my father was so 

ignorant I could hardly bear to have the old 

man around. But when I got to be 21, I was 

astonished by how much he’d learned in 

seven years.’

Mark Twain





A different kind of relationship with families?
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Epstein’s Six Types of Parental Engagement
1. Parenting Helping all families to have the basic home 

conditions in place including active parenting 

strategies and chance to understand more 

about how children learn.

2. Communicating Designing effective home-to-school and school-

to-home communication methods which engage 

all parents regularly. 

3 . Volunteering Recruiting volunteer parents to help around 

school, in classes and in extra-curricular 

activities.

4. Learning at home Providing good information to enable all parents 

to create family learning activities and to 

understand how best they can help.

5. Influencing decision-making Including parents in decision-making activities 

to build a sense of ownership. 

6. Collaborating with 

community

Finding and using resources from the wider 

parent community to enrich school life.



Communicating

Volunteering

g

What is your school currently 

doing to engage your parents?

Learning at home

Parenting

CollaboratingDecision-making



Engaging in your child’s learning

 helps to raise their achievement

 develops their social attributes

 helps shape how they think of 

themselves as learners.



% of a child’s waking hours 

spent outside school



Achievement % variance attributed to

parenting schooling

Age 7 29 5

Age 11 27 21

Age 16 14 51

Sacker, Amanda et al (2002) ‘Social inequality in 

educational achievement and psychological adjustment 

throughout childhood: magnitude and mechanisms’      

Social Studies and Medicine, 55, 863-880



Three aspects of character are 

especially important

Self-regulation

Empathy

Persistence



It is what parents do ‘at home’ 

that has the greatest impact on 

children’s achievement



1. Listening with attention

2. Talking that acknowledges feelings

3. Talk that tries to solve problems

4. More questions than answers

5. Praise that is descriptive

What kind of talk?
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Summary of evidence 

1. Integrated whole-school approaches work 

best, with needs analysis, priority-setting, 

ongoing monitoring and public awareness 

raising

2. Effective leadership of parental 

engagement ‘is essential to the success of 

programme and strategies’.

3. Staff lack confidence and knowledge and 

will need training



Summary of evidence (2)
4. PE with children’s learning works best 

‘when parents receive clear, specific and 

targeted information from schools.’

5. ICT can help in a number of ways

6. Extensive evidence on benefits to 

children’s literacy and also numeracy

7. Also evidence relating to other learning 

related outcomes eg motivation

Source: Janet Goodall and John Vorhaus (2011)               

Review of Best Practice in Parental Engagement. London DfE



Two things we can do to help

 Help them develop a growth mindset

 Help them to organise their learning 

lives



1. Help them develop a  

growth mindset

“Every time I learn something it pushes 

some old stuff out of my brain.”



Carol Dweck : the importance of 

having a growth mindset

Ability is fixed
• Proving

• Safe learning

• Failure/mistakes bad

• Effort averse

• Fragile - depressive

• Shirk/blame/cheat

• Comparative/competitive

• Inaccurate self-image

Ability is expandable
• Improving

• Adventurous learning

• Failure/mistakes useful

• Effort pleasurable

• Resilient - determined

• Try/commit/be open

• Collaborative/generous

• Accurate self-image



‘If parents want to give their children a 

gift, the best thing they can do is to 

teach their children to love challenges, 

be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort 

and keep on learning. That way they 

will have a lifelong way to build and 

repair their own confidence.’

Carol Dweck









2. Help them to organise their 

learning lives



6 key areas where parents can 

help
Expectations Setting high and consistent 

standards

Routines Establishing good learning habits 

Opportunity to learn Proactively looking for ways of 

extending and intriguing

Support Showing interest, certain kinds of 

praising and teaching social skills

Culture Creating a warm, cooperative and 

positive environment

Role modelling Demonstrating the habits of mind of 

successful learners



Getting started







www.winchester.ac.uk/realworldlearning

www.expansiveeducation.net

www.marvellousme.com

www.educatingruby.org

bill.lucas@winchester.ac.uk

@LucasLearn @EducatingRuby 

@MarvellousMeApp


